God'’s Justice and Faithfulness in a Prosperous, Self-centered Society
A Study of the Book of Amos

Primary Reference: Concordia Commentary: Amos by R. Reed Lessing, M.Div./Ph.D.

What were your first thoughts about the Book of Amos when you heard we would be studying it?

Amos is the third book of the “Minor Prophets”. What books constitute the “Minor Prophets”?

When you hear these books called “The Minor Prophets”, what thoughts or biases could
come to mind that we need to guard against?

Off the top of your head (no cheating & ) what verses are you able to quote or even
paraphrase from the “Minor Prophets™?

Introductory notes by Dr. Lessing regarding Amos and “The Minor Prophets” or the “Twelve”.

(13

o inor” refers to their brevity, not to lesser importance

e The Masoretes (a group or sect of Jewish scribes/scholars between the 7" and 11™ centuries
A.D. who carefully preserved and provided the most complete and accurate Old Testament
Hebrew manuscript) referred to the Minor Prophets as the “Twelve” or “The Book of the
Twelve”. Some authorities throughout the ages believe the collection should be considered
as a single book. In that case the Minor Prophets would be comparable in size to Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.

o A foundational idea in recent scholarship is the Twelve were arranged in the canon in such a way that the
message of each builds on its predecessors picking up concepts, words, and text types from them. .. This idea is
in agreement with the overall historical order of the Tiwelve, which is generally chronological.

e Hosea, probably Joel, and Amos are the earliest ones, written in the eighth century BC, while Haggal,
Zechariah, and Malachi are the latest, written in the late sixth and fifth centuries BC.

o  “The Day of Yahweh” is a prominent theme in the Twelve. Joel and Amos probably are the oldest
[BJiblical books that contain this phrase, which occurs sixteen times in the OT, exclusively in the Prophets.

Let’s compare Amos 5:25 — 27 to a portion of Stephen’s speech before the Sanhedrin in Acts 7:42 —
43 as well as Amos 9:11 — 12 to a portion of James’ speech at the First Jerusalem Council in
Acts 15:15 — 17. What is the significance of Stephen’s and James’ quotes relative to Amos?




After comparing Amos 1:1 to Isaiah 1:1, Hosea 1:1, and Zechariah 14:5 what do we about the
contemporaries and time period of the prophet Amos?

How do these references give credibility to the Book of Amos?

Note: There have been no significant challenges to Amos (or any “Book of the Twelve”)
being included in the canon of Scripture.

With this information in mind, let’s briefly review the timeline of Biblical history and see where the
prophet Amos fits into that history.

General Outline of the Book of Amos:

Many outlines have been proposed but we will use the following adaptation suggested by the
Concordia Commentary — Amos written by R. Reed Lessing, M.Div., Ph.D. at Concordia Seminary in St.
Louis (hereafter referred to as “CCA”):

L. Introductory verses

II. The Book of Doom: Oracles against the nations and Isracl (Amos 1—4)
III.  Woes and lamentations (Amos 5 — 6)

IV.  The Book of Visions (Amos 7:1 — 9:6)

V. Epilogue (Amos 9:7 —15)

Read Amosl:1 and Amos 7:12 —15. What do we learn about the prophet Amos in these verses?

Dr. Lessing states that “the name Amos is derived from a Hebrew verb that can mean ‘to load’ or ‘to carry
a load’. Luther associates the prophet’s name with his message: ‘He can well be called Amos, that is
‘burden’, one who is hard to get along with and irritating’.” Dr. Lessing also considers an alternative
interpretation that Amos was burdened in carrying a message of doom to Israel was a heavy
load.

According to verse 1, to whom is Amos’ prophecy directed?

What do we learn about Amos’ hometown of Tekoa from 2 Chronicles 11:5 — 12 and how
might that play into the reception of Amos’ prophecies to Israel?




Regarding verse 2, Dr. Lessing comments, “Amos 1:2 introduces the prophet’s message and sets the
tone for the entire book.” He goes on to comment:
“The most dominant feature of Hebrew poetry is parallelism, which is defined as ‘the presence of
several poetic lines of a roughly comparable length that stand in a semantic relationship’. . .the words
‘roars” and ‘utters his voice’ could be interpreted as standing in synonymous parallelism, as conld ‘the
pastures of the shepherds’ and ‘the peak of Carmel’. . .the first pair of lines in Amos 1:2 not only
equates Y abweh’s roar with bis uttered Word, but announces that Y abweh’s roaring Word comes
from Zion, the site of Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem.”

With that in mind let’s read Amos 1:2.

What image of God is being presented in the first line of verse 2 and how does that
relate to Jesus?

Considering that Amos is prophesying to the Northern Kingdom of Israel, what is
the significance of the poetic parallelism of the first sentence in verse 2?

What is the parallelism of the second sentence of verse 2 predicting?

We hear the word, “Zion”, repeatedly from the time period of King David onward
in the Old Testament (OT). What is Zion literally and figuratively?

Read Amos 1:3 - 5.

The phrase “For three sins...even four” is repeated throughout the 1% two chapters of
Amos. What do you think is meant by this? (Note that this type of pattern is not unique to
Amos. See Proverbs 30:15 — 31)

What atrocity is being described in these verses and what does this say about God’s
character?




What is the punishment noted here (and throughout Amos)? What is the Biblical
significance of that punishment?

Read Amos 1:6 — 10.

What, if anything, do you recall about Gaza, the Philistines, and Tyre? (See Addendum Map
of the Divided Kingdom during the time of Amos)

What sin is being condemned in these verses?

Compare this to Exodus 21:16, Deuteronomy 20:10 — 15, 21:10 — 14, and
Ephesians 6:5 —9. Many have distorted the Biblical viewpoint of slavery saying that
slavery is condoned by God. How would you respond to this?

Read Amos 1:11 — Amos 2:3.

Who were the Edomites and where was Edom? (See Addendum Map of Divided Kingdom)

What was the sin of the Edomites and what does this say about God?

Who were the Ammonites and Moabites where were their kingdoms located? (See
Addendum Map of Divided Kingdom) See Genesis 19:29 — 38

What was the sin of the Ammonites and what are the implications for today?




Besides their cities being burned with fire, what are the other punishments that will
happen to them?

What was the sin of the Moabites?

Overall, the sin of the Moabites does not seem all that bad. What is going on under
the surface that could account for God’s retribution on Moab?

When we read of the sins of all these “godless nations” and the punishment/judgement that
God is prophesying through Amos, what does this tell us about God’s nature and God’s
plan when we see and hear of the atrocities going on today throughout the world?

How should God’s nature and His plan therefore guide our thoughts and actions?

Read Amos 2:4 — 5.

These verses in Amos are the only pronouncements regarding Judah. What is(are) the sin(s)
of Judah?

Considering that the Messiah would come from Judah, what is the significance that the
pronouncement against Judah is so similar to the pronouncements against the other nations?

What are the warnings for us in these pronouncements against Judah?




Dr. Lessing points out that that the book of Amos is actually a series of sermons preached
to the Northern Kingdom of Israel. He also points out that up until now there were
prophecies against seven cities/nations. Of what significance would that be to Israelites of
the Northern Kingdom and how might that have impacted the attitude or hope of the
Israelites as they listened to the prophecies of the previous seven cities/nations?

Read Amos 2:6 — 16.

Dr. Lessing points out that considering this is the eighth oracle it demonstrates how the sins
of Israel have gone beyond the other nations and cities in their rebellion and sin.

What are the sins of Israel and how many are they?

In what aspects of life are the sins of Israel and how do the sins of Israel differ from the
others?

What do these verses tell us about God’s reasoning that makes the sins of Israel “worse”
than the sins pronounced against Israel’s neighbors?

How, specifically, is that a warning for us?

Verses 11 — 12 reference the Nazirites. What is the difference between a Nazirite and a
Nazarene? See Numbers 6:1 — 8, Judges 13:2 — 7, Samuel 1:9 — 11, Matthew 2:19 — 23,
and Acts 24:2 — 8.




Nazirite — (Heb. form “Nazirite”).
The name of such Israelites as took on them the vow prescribed in Numbers 6:2-21. The word
denotes generally one who is separated from others and consecrated to God. Although there is no
mention of any Nazarite before Samson, it is evident that they existed before the time of Moses. The
vow of a Nazgarite involved these three things, (1) abstinence from wine and strong drink, (2)
refraining from cutting the hair off the bead during the whole period of the continnance of the vow,
and (3) the avoidance of contact with the dead...When the period of the continnance of the vow came
to an end, the Nazarite had to present himself at the door of the sanctuary with (1) a he lamb of the
first year for a burnt-offering, (2) a ewe lamb of the first year for a sin-offering, and (3) a ram for a
peace-offering. After these sacrifices were offered by the priest, the Nazarite cut off bis hair at the
door and threw it into the fire under the peace-offering. .. As to the duration of a Nazarite's vow,
everyone was left at liberty to fixc his own time. There is mention made in Scripture of only three who
were Nazarites for life, Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist (Judges 13:4,5; 1 Samuel 1:11;
Luke 1:15). 1n its ordinary form, however, the Nazarite's vow lasted only thirty, and at most one
hundred, days. .. This institution was a symbol of a life devoted to God and separated from all sin, a
holy life.
Condensed from Easton's Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 2003

“Nazarene— This epithet (Gr. Nazgaraios).
.15 applied to Christ only once (Matthew 2:23). In all other cases the word is rendered "of
Nazareth" (Mark 1:24; 10:47; 14:67, etc.). When this Greek designation was at first applied to
our Lord, it was meant simply to denote the place of his residence. In course of time the word became
a term of reproach. Thus the word "Nazarene' carries with it an allusion to those prophecies which
speak of Christ as "despised of men"" (Isaiah 53:3). Some, however, think that in this name there
25 an allusion to the Hebrew “netser”, which signifies a branch or sprout. It is so applied to the
Messiah (Isaiah 11:1), i.e., he whom the prophets called the Netse, the ""Branch”. .. The followers
of Christ were called "the sect of Nazarenes" (Acts 24:5). All over Palestine and Syria this name
25 still given to Christians”

Condensed from Easton's Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 2003

2 Kings 17:6 — 18 describes the fulfillment of God’s judgement through Amos’ prophecies
(as well as other prophets). What other sins of Israel are described in these verses?

Refer back to the Timeline of the Prophets. Amos was prophesying around 760 to
750 BC (Not to mention that Elijah and Elisha were also prophesying against Israel
during the hundred years prior to Amos) Israel fell by the hand of the Assyrians in
722 BC. What does this say about the character of God?

Why is this important for us to keep this in mind when discussing “the God of the
Old Testament” with secular friends or Christian friends that are struggling or
rebelling against God’s Word?




Let’s read Amos 3:1 —6.

Verses 1 and 2 summarize what has been stated about “Israel” in the first two chapters.
What is the basic point God is making and what are the implications for Christians today?
See also 2 Peter 2:21 — 22.

Note that Amos asks 7 rhetorical questions indicating the completeness of the basis for
God’s prophecy and judgment. What point(s) is(are) being made by the rhetorical
questions?

When taken at “face value” what seems to be the clear implication of the last rhetorical
question in verse 62 Compare also Isaiah 45:5 7.

How does John 9:1 — 3 confirm the “face value” belief among the Jews at the time
of Jesus and yet begin to illuminate how God works in our world?

How do the following verses further illuminate Amos 3:6 and Isaiah 45:5 -7
(previously read) regarding “God’s punishment”?

Psalms 130:3 -4

Luke 13:1-5

Hebrews 12:4 — 11

With the above verses in mind, interpret Exodus 32:33 — 35?




How would you summarize the above thoughts in the context of disasters coming upon us
as a nation? As a Church? As individual Christians?

The answer to the previous 7 questions is given in Amos 3:7. What is the response?

Note that verse 8 is another two-question seties that adds an 8" and 9" question to the previous
series? This would again be a “surprise” to the Hebrew listener who would have thought that the 7-
question package in verses 3 — 6 was complete. What is being emphasized by this “surprise” 2
question series?

Remembering that Samaria was the capital city of the Northern Kingdom of Israel and Bethel was
the central place of worship read Amos 3:9 —15. (Refer back to the map to better understand what
God through Amos is saying.)

Dr. Lessing notes that Samaria is on a hill but also has several hills around it that are higher
than the hill upon which Samaria was built. Dr. Lessing notes that verse 9 implies that
enemies ( literally “low-lifes” from Ashdod and Egypt) of the Northern Kingdom will be
figurative or real witnesses against Samaria looking down upon the city from the surrounding
higher hills. Considering that both Ashdod and Egypt represent pagan idol worshiping cities
and countries, what is the significance that they are witnesses to what is described in these
verses?

How does or could this apply to “the world” looking at “Christian nations” today?

What is implied about Samaria in verses 10 and 15?




What is meant by verse 12?

Note the prophecy against Bethel in verse 14. What is the significance of Bethel (from
Hebrew word meaning “House of God”) in each of these verses?

Genesis 12:4 -9

Genesis 28:10 — 19

What change to Bethel do we see in Genesis 35:1 —7?

In 1 Kings 12:26 — 30 the Northern Kingdom of Israel has just broken away from
Judah and King Jeroboam I is their first king. How do the previous verses/accounts
help us understand Jeroboam’s thought process relative to Bethel?

With the previous brief review of the Biblical history of Bethel that we just finished,
what would be the significance of Amos’ prophecy in verse 14 to the people of the
Northern Kingdom of Israel?

What is the warning for Christians around the world relative to our own
“Holy Sites™?

The city [Bethel] was destroyed about 540 B.C. by a great fire. [neatly 200 years after
the conquest of Israel by the Assyrians and the subsequent dispersion of the
Northern Tribes of Israel in 722 B.C.] This destruction may have been the work of
Nabonidus of Babylon or of the Persians in the period just before Darius. Today the site of
Bethel is occupied by a small village called Beitin. The New Testament does not refer to
Bethel, but Jesus nust have gone through this area on His trips. The city was situated on the

main road from Shechem to Jerusalem.
(trom Nelson's lustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 19806)
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At this point it is helpful to point out the origin of the Samaritans that are referenced
frequently in the New Testament. Here is a brief summary:

Construction on the city of Samaria was begun by Omri abont 880 B.C. and completed by his son
Abab (about 874 B.C. - 853 B.C.). Samaria became the new capital of Israel, and successive
kings added to it and rebuilt sections to make it a well-fortified capital. But the city fell to the
Assyrians in 722 B.C. - 721 B.C. Most of the leading citizens of the Northern Kingdom were
deported to places in Syria, Assyria, and Babylonia.

Sargon [i.e. Sargon 11, King of Assyria who reigned 721 — 705 B.C.] replaced the deported
Israelites with foreign colonists (2 Kings 17:24). These newcomers intermarried among the
Israelites who remained in Samaria. Later their numbers were increased when Esarhaddon and
Ashurbanipal (the Biblical Osnapper; Ezra 4:10) sent more Assyrian colonists to the district of
Samaria. These people took the name Samaritans from the territory and attempted to settle the
land. However, "they did not fear the Lord, and the Lord sent lions among them, which killed some
of them"" (2 Kings 17:25). In despair they sent to Assyria for "one of the priests’ who would
"teach them the rituals of the God of the land" (2 Kings 17:27). Thereafter the Samaritans
worshiped the God of Israel. But they also continued their idolatry, worshiping the pagan gods
tmported from foreign lands (2 Kings 17:29).

So the Samaritans were a "mixed race' contaminated by foreign blood and false worship. The
Jewish historian Josephus indicates that the Samaritans were also opportunists. When the Jews
enjoyed prosperity, the Samaritans were quick to acknowledge their blood relationship. But when the
Jews suffered hard times, the Samaritans disowned any such kinship, declaring that they were
descendants of Assyrian immigrants.

When a group of Jews, led by Zerubbabel, returned from the Babylonian Captivity, the Samaritans
offered to help Zerubbabel rebuild the Temple. When their offer was rejected, they tried to prevent the
Jews from finishing their project (Ezra 4:1 — 10). When Nehemiah attempted to rebuild the wall of
Jerusalem, he was opposed by Arabic and Samaritan groups (Nehemiah 2:10 — 6:14). The
breach between the Samaritans and the Jews widened even further when Ezra, in his zeal for racial
purity, pressured all Israelite men who married during the Captivity to divorce their pagan wives
(Ezra 10:18 — 44).

The final break between the two groups occurred when the Samaritans built a rival temple on
Mount Gerigim, claiming Shechem rather than Zion (Jerusalem) as the true Beth-el (house of God),
the site traditionally chosen and blessed by the Lord. The Samaritans trace their beginnings to the
time of Eli, who established the sanctuary for worship of God in Shiloh. They also believe their
religion is distinctive because they base their beliefs and practices on the Torah, or the Law - the first
five books of the Old Testament. They recognize no other Hebrew Scriptures as anthoritative.

(from Nelson's Ilustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986)

In the time of Christ, Western Palestine was divided into three provinces, Judea, Samaria, and
Galilee. Samaria occupied the centre of Palestine (John 4:4). 1t is called in the Talmund the "land
of the Cuthim," and is not regarded as a part of the Holy Land at all.

(trom Easton's Bible Dictionary Copyright © 2003)
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With this brief overview of the origin of the Samaritans, how does this help us better
understand the account of Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well,
especially as it relates to her responses? See John 4:9 —12, 19 — 20.

Chapter 3 of Amos was his “1st Sermon” to the Northern Kingdom. Chapter 4 is the “2nd
Sermon” to people of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Dr. Lessing in his Concordia Commentary
points out that Amos uses satire to make his point in Amos 4:1 —5. With that in mind, what use of
satire do you see in these verses?

How are these verses similar to, or an expounding of, Amos 3:15 ? How is this like today?

What does Amos 4:4 — 5 imply about their worship practices and what is the warning for us?

Let’s take a brief aside to look at what else the Bible has to say about the reign of Jeroboam II, King
of the Northern Kingdom during the time of Amos’ prophecies by examining 2 Kings 14:23 — 29.

From a secular viewpoint how would “the world” (and archeologists for that matter)
describe the reign of Jeroboam II and why?

Considering the Book of Amos, what is the warning for us as we look at our own country as
well as “the reign” of other world leaders in recent history?

Considering this account is only seven verses out of the whole Bible, what does this tell us
about Gods point of view?
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As we read Amos 4:6 — 13, count the number of warnings God gives the people of Israel. What is
God saying to the people of Israel in these verses and what indication do we have on how personal
this is for God?

What perpetual warning does God give us in Hebrews 2:1 — 4 and what is the lesson for any
country on earth including the United States?

What Gospel message is there in the use in the “burning stick” simile in verse 11 and as well
as the account of Sodom and Gomorrah?

Let’s read Amos 5:1-7.

Dr. Lessing points out that Amos 5:1 — 3 is a funeral dirge. What is this song saying about
the current and future state of the Northern Kingdom of Israel and what is the warning for
our own country?

Even though Amos has just finished his funeral dirge, what hope offered in Amos 5:4 — 6?

What is the meaning of verse 7 and the admonition for us?

How are justice and righteousness linked? See also Genesis 18:16 — 20 and Romans
3:21 — 26 to illuminate on this topic.
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How does God use us for establishing justice?

How does God use us for establishing righteousness?

What is(are) the point(s) of Amos 5:8 — 9 and what are the implications for today?

Let’s read Amos 5:10 — 17. What Law and Gospel messages are there in these verses?

In Amos 5:18 — 20 what do we learn about “the day of the Lord” for the Israelites of that day and
“the day of the Lord” for the world?

How will our “the day of the Lord” differ from the described in Amos?

What is the warning being expressed in Amos 5:21 — 25? How does this counter popular thinking
of today?

Amos 5:25 — 27 is one of two passages in Amos that is quoted in the New Testament when
Stephen quotes it during his trial before the Sanhedrin within the text of Acts 7:39 —43. What
would have been the significance to the Sanhedrin that Stephen quoted Amos?

Quick review: What major N'T figure likely heard Stephen quoting Amos and why
do the quotes in our Bibles read differently?
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Let’s read Amos 6:1 — 6. Note verse 1. To whom is this “Woe” addressed and what is the
significance of that?

Note that Amos once again lists 7 + 1 sins of Israel in verses 4 — 6. How is the last sin in
the last phrase of verse 6 different from the previous seven and what is meant by the “ruin
of Joseph™?

How does this repeated warning again apply to us?

What outcome or general prophecy is being proclaimed/repeated in Amos 6:7 — 14?

What is the meaning of verses 9 — 10?

What literary technique is Amos again using in the first half of verse 12 that we also saw in
Amos 3:3 - 67

What point is being repeated in the second half of verse 12 and why the repetition to
the Israelites?

We hear the same themes in sermons week after week or even day after day
if we listen of online sermons and podcasts. How can that be both good and
bad? How do we increase the chances that it is a good thing as we listen?

What sin is described again in verse 13 and how does that warning play out in our own lives?
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Most of the remaining book of Amos surrounds his five visions. Dr. Lessing in his Concordia
Commentary states the following:
“...it is possible that Y abweb called Amos throngh a vision since be reports his call in 7:14 — 15... His
[i.e. Amos’| five visions provide the central thrust of the book [of Amos]...the visions ‘contain and
constitute not only the initial and central messages of the book, but also a rare insight into the prophet’s
personality, character, and inner experience.” The visions in the last three chapters of Amwos, combined with
the narrative interlude in 7:10 — 17, provide details of the prophet’s personal and public life that assist in
the interpretation of chapters 1 — 6 as well as the messianic promise that concludes the book in 9:11 —
15... There is a logical progression involved in the sequence of the five visions. 'They exhibit repetition with
intensification, which is a classical Hebraic literary feature. .. Amos’ visions comprise a unity that can be sub-
divided ‘into three separate literary units—=the first pair, the second pair, and the fifth.” Each of the first four
visions is structured similarly, but the fifth bas a different structure. "The first two visions are disaster averted.
The next three are judgment that is implemented.”

As we read about the first two visions of Amos in Amos 7:1 — 6 what do we learn about Amos’
personality and character?

What would Amos have likely seen in these visions that would have triggered this type of
response?

Why do you think God “relented” and did not implement these visions and what does it say
about the character of God?

What do these verses say about prayer and how did God only partially grant Amos’ prayer
request? Also, what can we learn from this about our own prayers? See also James 5:16 —
18.

Let’s read Amos 7:7 = 9. What is the significance/symbolism of the plumb line?
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What is different about Amos’ response to this third vision of the Lord holding a plumb line
compared to the first two visions and why do you think his response was different?

Amos 7:7 indicates that Amos saw “The Lord”. Who do you think he saw?

Read Amos 7:10 — 17. These verses are an historical interlude between the 3™ and 4® visions.
Amaziah is false priest at Bethel (not to be confused with another Amaziah in the Bible who was a

king of Judah) who is instrumental at misleading the people into idolatry. He is obviously aware of
Amos’ preaching and prophesying.

What is the significance of Amaziah’s action in verses 10 — 117

What is Amos’ response to this threat and what does it say about Amos?

As we have discussed, American society today is in many ways much like that of

Israel at the time of Amos. How should we be like Amos in our society? What can
we do?

Amaziah reports to King Jeroboam II that Amos is prophesying that the king will die by the
sword. However, we previously read in the Bible that King Jeroboam II dies a natural death

(2 Kings 14:29). How do we reconcile this apparent disparity or contradiction? (Hint: Read
2 Kings 15:8 — 12).

What is the significance of the ripe fruit in Amos 8:1 — 3?

What is the image in verse 3?
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Why do you think Amos does not pray for God to relent from the horror of this prophecy?

Amos 8:4 — 6 repeats a familiar theme. How is that theme repeated and how is it elaborated?

Read Amos 8:7 — 14.

What event does verse 8 possibly reference?

To what type of event could verse 9 be referring?

To what else could verse 9 be referring?

What does this say about God’s power?

What will be Israel’s response to these events (verses 10, 12 — 14) and what will be God’s
response (verse 11)?

Consider the impact of the famine for God’s Word? What would it be like?

How is this famine the greatest punishment of all?  Of what is it a type?

As we read Amos 9:1 — 10 note the progression of the visions. The first two visions (that never
happened due to Amos’ prayer) were against the agriculture and water of the land, the third vision
was against the kingdom of Jeroboam II and his priests, the fourth vision is against the entire nation
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