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The hymnal is so much more than a book of songs. Actually, I am convinced that it is one of the
best devotional tools that synod has produced. If you haven’t read the texts of the hymns we
sing, I would encourage you to try it this week. As you take your seat in the sanctuary and prepare for worship, open to the entrance hymn and read the words of the poetry.
This week’s entrance hymn, “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven,” (LSB 793) was chosen because of how the poetry echoes the sentiments expressed in this week’s appointed Psalm,
Psalm 138. The Psalm begins: “I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods
I sing your praise; I bow down in your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness.” Now, consider stanza 1 of the hymn:
“Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; to His feet your tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, Evermore His praises sing:
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise the everlasting King.”
Verses 3 and 6 of the Psalm read: “On the day I called, you answered me; my strength of soul
you increased. For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly.” Stanza 2 of the hymn:
“Praise Him for His grace and favor to His people in distress;
Praise Him still the same as ever, Slow to chide and swift to bless.
Alleluia, alleluia! Glorious in His faithfulness.”
Psalm 138, verse 7: “Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; you stretch out
your hand against the wrath of my enemies, and your right hand delivers me.” Stanza 3 of the
hymn:
“Father-like He tends and spares us; Well our feeble frame he knows;
In his hand He gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia, alleluia! Widely yet His mercy flows.”
The hymn concludes with a call for all creation to bow down before the Lord, just as the psalmist
writes in verse 4: “All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O Lord, for they have heard
the words of your mouth.”
“Angels help us to adore Him; You behold him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before Him, All who dwell in time and space.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise with us the God of Grace.”
And so, with the angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven, we join our voices
together in our unending hymn, praising the one who has ransomed, healed, restored and forgiven us.
Peace,
Jeffrey Blersch

Church Events
Sunday

8:00am Eucharist
9:15am Education Hour
10:30am Eucharist
11:30am Outreach Board

Monday

6:00pm Adult Confirmation Class

Tuesday

9:00am Tai Chi
9:30am Alanon

Wednesday

9:30am Eucharist
10:00am Fellowship

Thursday

6:30pm Tai Chi
7:00pm Gamblers-12 Step

Sunday

8:00am Eucharist
9:15am Education Hour

10:30am Eucharist
__________________________________________
Sunday, July 28, our guest Adult Bible Class
speaker will be Pastor Emad Tawadrous. Pastor
Emad is from Egypt and has been in Omaha since
2012 working with the Muslim community sharing the
Good News of the Gospel. In 2018, Emad cofounded the International Friendship Center to
witness and share the love of Christ through
dialogue. Please join us this Sunday to hear Pastor
Emad’s presentation at 9:30am in Acker Hall. For
those interested in taking the next step and
supporting Pastor Emad and his ministry, you can
send your donation in care of Emad to: Pastor Ron
Holling, St. John Lutheran Church, 11120 Calhoun
Rd, Omaha, NE 68152.
__________________________________________

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Don
and Pam Hafsaas in loving memory of their son, Jason, and
Pam’s father in God’s loving arms ten years ago today (in
2009) Their deaths were 28 day apart.
SMILES AT THE LAUNDROMAT MISSION: Did you know
that a small act of kindness can go a long way to make
someone’s day? In that vein, would you consider how you
might get involved with your church in a new ministry? It’s
called, “SMILES AT THE LAUNDROMAT!” Those smiles
belong to Pacific Hills Lutheran Church members who
contribute to the ministry and/or conduct the random act of
kindness of offering to pay for loads of washers and dryers
and to those who are pleasantly surprised by the offer.
When we are asked, “Why are you doing this?” our
response will be: “Because Jesus loves you and so do the
members of Pacific Hills Lutheran Church.” If you would
like to volunteer and/or contribute to this ministry, to express
“kindness in action,” please contact Pastor at
BryanDrebes@PacificHillsLutheran.org or Marilyn
Wegehaupt at mmwegehaupt@gmail.com.
Our first SMILES AT THE LAUNDROMAT MISSION will be
on Saturday, August 10, from 10am to-12:30pm. We’ll meet
at church and carpool together. Come, join us, and in
Christ’s name let’s create some SMILES AT THE
LAUNDROMAT!
Pooled Income Funds (PIF) are charitable agreements
that encourage funding with tax benefits. PIFs produce life
income for yourself, your spouse or others at market rates
per a pro-rate share of the invested pool, PLUS a ministry
gift in the end. Ask your financial adviser for assistance
about PIFs or contact Craig Stirtz, of the LCMS Foundation,
at (402) 616-0312 or craig.stirtz@lfnd.org. The Pacific Hills
Lutheran Church Foundation is partnering with Craig to host
a lunch-and-learn in October about ways to most
effectively provide for your loved ones, the Pacific Hills
Lutheran Church Foundation and other charities through
your estate planning. More information to come.
Missions and Social Ministry: Ephesians 2:6-7 expresses
God’s kindness of grace and salvation: “And God raised
us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he
might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed
in his kindness to us.” Select a “be fruitful” apple from
the bulletin board in the narthex and see how kindness
can impact you and others this week.
In the months of July and August there will not be
regular Sunday school for children. In the month of July
children can play on the playground with parent supervision
during the Sunday school hour. In the month of August
children and parents can join us for a video series called
"What's in the Bible with Buck Denver" in one of the upstairs
classrooms during the Sunday school hour. Normal classes
will start up again in September.
Pacific Hills members who have pledged to support the
Forward in Faith Together capital campaign should use
separate envelopes from your regular offering envelopes.
Envelopes are available in the narthex.

BIBLE VERSE OF THE WEEK
“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John
taught his disciples.”
(Luke 11:1b).

Sunday evening Courtyard Jazz at Pacific Hills at 7pm:
August 18 — Michael Lyon Quartet (hamburgers and hot
dogs social at 5:30pm)
Lamb of God Preschool is currently enrolling for the 20192020 school year. We have openings in all programs for
children ages 3 to 5. Please spread the word about
availability in this developmentally appropriate, Christian
preschool. Contact Kay Storck, Director/Teacher, with any
questions at www.LambofGodPreschool.org or call
402-391-2288.

Events of Other Congregations and Agencies
Concordia Athletics is in need of a head varsity Wrestling Coach to
join our high school coaching staff. Candidates will need to meet
NSAA coaching requirements. To apply, contact Activities Director,
Ben Ersland, at 402-445-4000 or ben.ersland@concordiaomaha.org

_________________________________________________

New To Our Family

