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The End of the Church Year and Christ the King Sunday
With this weekend’s Gospel reading focusing on Signs of the End of the Age, we
are we reminded how quickly we are moving to the end of the church year. Next
weekend we celebrate the Festival of Christ the King. With this festival we are
plunged into the Passion. Jesus is alone; the crowds who sang ‘Hosanna!’ as he
entered Jerusalem just five days previously are now shouting, ‘Crucify him!’ He
now stands before the most powerful person in the land on a falsified charge.
What we have here are two worlds colliding, two kingdoms coming face to face as
Jesus stands before Pilate. On the one side we have this earthly ruler representing the most successful empire the world had ever seen, a man with economic,
political and military power; a successful man, with a reputation. This is someone
to be taken seriously. And in Jesus we have God’s world, the Kingdom of God
personified, with a completely different set of values; the values of humility over
pride, meekness over power and mercy over justice. But which world do we live
in? Inevitably as Christians we inhabit both of these worlds, we move between
them. Pilate represents one kingdom, Jesus represents the other.
In the Nicene Creed there are only two people (apart from Jesus) that are mentioned by name – Pilate and Mary – and again they show this same contrast: Pilate is a wealthy, powerful male. He is successful, secure and married; he has
most of the things that many of us desire. Mary, on the other hand, is a young
woman, pregnant out of wedlock and therefore suspect. Again, we have these two
worlds, these two kingdoms, colliding. Only one of them is the Kingdom of God;
only one of them is eternal and universal.
To talk of “kingship” can evoke images of oppression and dictatorial regimes, but
for Jesus kingship is about humility and service. There is plenty of ambition in this
world; that is not necessarily a bad thing. But Christians are called to be ambitious
for the Kingdom of God, not for ourselves; to seek power not in order to dominate,
but in order to serve. The only throne that King Jesus founded was the cross. We
are not to seek thrones of glory on which we can be admired; but crosses which
are marked by service. After all, that is what Christ the King Sunday is all about.

Church Events

Sunday

8:00am Eucharist

9:15am Choir Rehearsal
9:15am Education Hour
9:30am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Eucharist
Monday

6:00pm Missionary Speaker
Soup Supper

Tuesday

9:00am Tai Chi
9:30am Alanon
4:30pm Siena Francis House
7:00pm Directors Board

Wednesday

9:00am Foster Care
9:30am Eucharist
10:00am Fellowship
6:00pm Youth Confirmation Class
6:45pm Women’s Bible Study

Thursday

10:00am Women’s Bible Study
1:00pm Preschool Board
6:30pm Tai Chi
6:30pm Trustees Board
7:00pm Gamblers-12 Step

Friday

7:30pm Omaha Philatelic Society

Sunday

8:00am Eucharist
New Member Sunday
9:15am Choir Rehearsal
9:15am Education Hour

Blessings,
Pastor Bryan E. Drebes

9:30am Adult Bible Study
10:30am Eucharist
11:30am CYF Board
11:30am Outreach Board
11:30am Worship/Music Comm.

Sunday’s altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by
George, Lisa and Luke McCoy in memory of Rebecca
McCoy-Clark (George’s sister).
Changed event date: Saturday, November 23, is our
annual Rake Our Neighbors' Lawns day at Pacific Hills.
We'll meet in the west parking lot at 9am, eat a doughnut
and rake yards in the neighborhood until noon. Just bring a
rake and gloves. We'll have plenty of leaf bags.
Missionary Visit and Soup Supper: The Mission Board is
hosting a Soup Supper on Monday, November 18 at 6 pm in
Acker Hall to welcome Pastor Vance Becker. PHLC
Mission offerings are supporting Pastor Becker's work as he
serves in Kenya teaching in the LCMS Seminary.
Director of Music Search -- We presently have a Search
Committee of five to search for a new Director of Music.
Those five are Bill Wagner-chair, Dan Irvin, Sara Young,
Sara Thomas and Pastor Drebes. Dennis Grindle will serve
as a consultant/spokesman to the committee. We already
have some leads, but the Search Committee is open to
names and suggestions from the congregation. Please feel
free to share any name with any member of the committee.
Thank you.
November is Military Appreciation Month. Thank you
PHLC veterans!: Frank Bladt, Duane Fieck, Robert Loeck,
Roy Anderson, Les Demmel, Otto Haman, Larry Larson,
Vern Pearson, Tony Roth, Leroy Stuckenschmidt, Jerry
Heathershaw, Lew Nelson, Ken Barjenbruch, John
Blacketer, John Haggstrom, Roger Horstmann, Mike
Horton, Jim Stokes, Tom Storck, Mary Sunderman, John
Thomas, Bill Wagner, Mike Whealy, Kristin Karl, and Danny
Reyelts. Thank you for your sacrifices, for your bravery and
for your service. We pray for our active duty servicemen:
Tim Vogel, Andrew McCoy, and Jacob Osborn.
*** ***** ***
Mission of the Month for November is the LCMS
Ministry to the Armed Forces which serves military
members and families by recruiting and supporting almost
200 chaplains and includes Operation Barnabas. Operation
Barnabas provides a care resource to military families and
veterans. Mission offerings will be designated to this LCMS
Ministry. Thank you.
Mission of the Month for December is WARM WOOLIES
FOR HOMELESS SHELTERS AND SALVATION ARMY
NIGHT PROGRAM. A Christmas tree will be in the narthex
from November 19 through December 31 for the collection
of hats, scarves, gloves and socks. Please place your
donations on the tree and in the gift boxes. Thank you for
“warming” others this season!
*** ***** ***
Time and Talent sheets have been placed in everyone’s
mailboxes for updating. Please return your completed form
to the Church office. Thank you for volunteering your “time
and talents”.
Pacific Hills members who have pledged to support the
Forward in Faith Together capital campaign should use
separate envelopes from your regular offering envelopes.
Envelopes are available in the narthex.

Bible Verse of the Week
“There will be great earthquakes, famines and
pestilences in various places, and fearful events
and great signs from heaven.”
Luke 21:11

Schedule of Events:
November 16
Rake Our Neighbors Lawns, 9am (meet at church)
November 18
Missionary Speaker—Pastor Becker and Soup Supper, 6pm
November 24
Christ the King Sunday
New Member Sunday, 8am
November 27
Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service at 7pm
December 1
Advent begins—During Advent, our Sunday morning
messages will follow the lectionary and during our
Wednesday mid-week sermon series we will examine
different “Angles on Advent Angels”.
Sunday School Classes begin at 9:15am:
Nursery opens at 9am (main floor-south door entrancecanopy extension)
Pre-Kindergarten through 2nd grade students will meet
together for opening in Rooms 206/207 and then break into
two separate groups for lessons.
Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten students will remain in
Rooms206/207
1st and 2nd grade students will move to Room 212
3rd through middle school students will meet in Room 208
Adult Bible Study begins at 9:30am in Acker Hall
Topic: Does the Bible Contradict Itself?

Events of Other Congregations and Agencies
Handel’s Messiah is an English-language oratorio
composed in 1741 by George Frideric Handel, with a
scriptural text compiled by Charles Jennens from the King
James Bible, and from the Coverdale Psalter, the version of
the Psalms included with the Book of Common Prayer. It
was first performed in Dublin on April 13, 1742 and received
its London premiere nearly a year later. After an initially
modest public reception, the oratorio gained in popularity,
eventually becoming one of the best-known and most
frequently performed choral works in Western music.
You have the opportunity to hear this masterpiece on
Sunday, November 17, at 3pm at the Holland Performing
Arts Center, 1200 Douglas Street. Admission is free. Visit
VOICESOFOMAHA.ORG for more information.

