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What’s Happening with the Organ?
Pacific Hills has been blessed for nearly 50 years with the music from our organ built by the Schantz
Organ Company of Orville, Ohio, in 1969. It contains a little over 2,200 pipes of various shapes and
sizes, ranging anywhere from 16 feet in length to the size of a small pencil. The organist controls
when each pipe plays through the keyboards and various buttons and knobs on the console (where
the organist sits), which is connected to the pipe chambers by a very elaborate, and complex set of
pneumatic valves and electrical connections.
Over the years, the Bedient Organ Company of Lincoln, Nebraska, has made several improvements
to the instrument which have greatly improved its sound and versatility. However, the one part of the
instrument that has never been updated is the console controls and the connections to the pipe
chambers. These connections are still being made using the original technology from 1969, and they
are beginning to fail badly. This should not really surprise us. After all, if we turned a switch on and
off thousands upon thousands of times over the course of 50 years, we wouldn’t be surprised that it
would need to be replaced.
For the past several months, we have been in conversations with the Bedient Organ Company about
creating a plan to replace and modernize all of the console controls and connections to the pipe
chests. Thanks to a gift from a generous donor, the Board of Directors has authorized the signing of a
contract to begin the work.
In mid-February, Bedient will begin removing all of the original cotton-wrapped wiring from the
instrument which needs to be replaced to meet current electrical codes. Then, they will disassemble
the console and take the necessary parts back to their shop. The console will be reassembled and
the now-antiquated series of pneumatic and electrical connections will be replaced with a modern,
fiber-optic, computerized system which will give the organ a lightning fast response time and ensure
reliable operations for many years to come.

Church Events
Sunday

Peace,
Jeffrey Blersch

Eucharist
Blood Screening
Choir
Education Hour

10:30am Eucharist
12:00pm Worship & Music Comm.
Tuesday

9:00am
9:30am
4:30pm
7:00pm

Tai Chi
Alanon
Siena Francis House
Directors Board

Wednesday 9:00am Foster Care
10:00am Fellowship
6:30pm Women’s Bible Study
Thursday

1:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

Sunday

8:00am Eucharist
9:15am Choir
9:15am Education Hour

The addition of this computerized system also gave us the opportunity to add a few stops to the pedal
division of the organ which were never included. These two digital “32’ stops”, as we call them in
organ language, will help round out the ensemble and give it a richer sound with great gravity.

Bedient estimates that the organ will be unplayable for about 5 weeks while work is completed,
although they assured me it will be back for Holy Week. I am so excited to see the improvements
made so that our Schantz will continue to lead the song of the church for generations to come! If you
ever want a “tour” of the organ, stop by the balcony!

8:00am
9:00am
9:15am
9:15am

Preschool Board
Tai Chi
Trustees
Gamblers-12 Step

10:30am Eucharist
11:30am CYF Board
12:00pm Foundation

Sunday’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
Mark Stastny for JoAnn’s 60th birthday and for the many
blessing received.

22:17
The Bible Verse ofProverbs
the Week

“A merry heart does

Guest Preacher on January 13. Pastor and Cheryl will be
away but we are grateful to welcome, once again, Pastor Ed
Trost and his wife Barbara to Pacific Hills.

“We were therefore buried
withlike
him medicine”
through
good
baptism into death.”
Romans 6:4a

Needed:
 Vehicle for working mother, reasonably priced.
 TV for disabled man.
Call Marilyn, 402-334-2896.
NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY starting Wednesday,
January 16, 6:30pm. We will be studying Hebrews. Contact
brenda.whealy@gmail.com or 402-201-1106.
SANCTITY OF LIFE MONTH On Sunday, January 27, EPS
will host their annual fundraising banquet at Embassy Suites
on Westport Pkwy. Pacific Hills will once again be
sponsoring two tables. With your support, we can make a
difference in the lives of countless families and support the
sanctity of life in greater Omaha. You may register at the
link below. Where the registration says “My Group Host is”
select “Bryan Drebes.” There is no charge to attend the
dinner so those that register will not be asked for any credit
card information. One last friendly note, if you mark the
“Yes, I would like to be a Table Host” box then you will be
creating your own table instead of sitting at one of the two
Pacific Hills tables. Please speak with Pastor Drebes if you
would like to host your own table.
https://secure.ministrysync.com/ministrysync/
RegistrationManager/PublicRegistration.php?
template_id=13239&NewReference=yes
The Social Ministry and Mission Board is again partnering
with Essential Pregnancy Services of Omaha in making a
difference in the lives of at-risk mothers and their
babies. During January and February we are collecting
diapers (newborn to size 5), baby wipes, shampoo, lotion,
diaper cream, baby clothes (can be gently used), bottles,
formula, and breastfeeding supplies. Please place the items
in the bins in the narthex. Thank you for your generosity.
We have Pacific Hills coffee mugs! The 14 oz. mugs are
on sale for $5 each in the narthex after each service on
Sundays. The money will go into the Outreach Board's
account for future outreach efforts. We'll also give some to
visitors. Check them out!

Events of Other Congregations and Agencies
Concordia Jr. High will host their Open House on
Friday, January 11, from 5pm to7:30pm. Please join us
to meet and greet teachers, enjoy Mustang High School
basketball games (beginning at 4:30pm), have a free
meal deal and look at the new Jr. High addition! RSVP
to Dawn Cooksey at cookseyd@concordiaomaha.org. or
call 402-990-9444.
Is your student ready for Kindergarten in the Fall of
2019? Please join us at Concordia Academy for our
Kindergarten Round Up! Select either Thursday,
January 17, at 6pm (free pizza dinner served!) or Friday,
January 18, at 1pm. RSVP to Dawn Cooksey at 402-990
-9444 or cookseyd@concordiaomaha.org
You are invited to meet with Rev. Scott Holder,
Admissions Officer at Concordia Seminary, Monday,
February 4, at Living H20 Campus Ministry, (1124 S. 90
St.) 3:30pm to 7:30pm, to discuss seminary education
and the path to becoming a pastor or deaconess.
Please contact Rev. Holder to schedule an appointment
at Holders@cs.edu or 314-505-7225. Walk-ins are
welcome.
OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH WITH
FELLOW LUTHERANS:
 JOURNEYS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL TOUR –
Athens, Corinth, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea,
Ephesus, Patmos, with a 3-day cruise of Greek
Islands included (April 27 - May 7, 2019)


LUTHERLAND TOUR – Visiting all the Luther sites
from Berlin to Wittenberg to Augsburg + The Passion
Play at Oberammergau (June 28 – July 8,
2020) Contact Pastor Darold Reiner, Retired LCMS
Pastor/Former International LWML Counselor, for a
brochure & information: 406-890-1149 or
imhis38@gmail.com

