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Springtime and Lent
I love the spring. It is one of my favorite seasons of the year. People are
getting outdoors more, you see people walking, running, and riding their bikes.
People are cleaning out their garages, sprucing things up around their home,
getting rid of clutter. Spring is a season filled with beauty and new
beginnings. You can begin to hear the chirps of birds as animals return,
flowers bud, and plants spring back to life. From the cold, snowy winter that
melts into spring, everyone is ready for this seasonal change.

Church Events
March guideline changes continue relating to
coronavirus distancing: Families to stay
together distancing 6 feet from others.
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Did you know that the word “Lent” comes from an old English word for
springtime? Think of it as a form of spring cleaning for the soul. In the early
years of the Church, it was confined to a few days before Easter. But by the
Mon
fourth century it was extended to forty days before Easter, a period associated
Mar 8
with the forty days and nights that Jesus spent in the desert just after his
baptism.
Tues
“Forty days before Easter” may be somewhat misleading. Why, you ask?
Because the Church does not count Sundays among the forty days, so the
period of Lent, lasting from Ash Wednesday through Holy Saturday, covers 46
days. The Sundays are “in” Lent not “of” Lent. A bit nitpicky, I know, but
whether 40 days or 46 days, in the grand scheme of things Lent is a time to
do some spring cleaning. Daily we repent and return the Lord, drowning the
Old Adam within, but Lent is a time to do this in a more focused way. Lent,
historically, has been a time of catechetical instruction, reminding ourselves
who we are, who our Lord is and what he has done and continues to do for
us.
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If you have not joined us for midweek Lenten Services, it is not too late. This Mar 15
week we will look at prayer, specifically the Lord’s Prayer. May God continue
to bless your Lenten Season as we continue to press on to the cross and the Wed
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empty tomb.
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Returning to God, Tithes and Offerings
During the Pandemic
As you know the church’s
ministry and expenses
continue even though
services and programming
are a bit different. You can
still give your tithes and
offerings by mail. You can
set up your bank account to
give electronically or you can
utilize MyEOffering. There is
also a link to MyEOffering on
our web page, on the top menu. Our web page is:
www.PacificHillsLutheran.org. You can sign up at https://
members.myeoffering.com Your church needs people like you
to continue their regular patterns of giving despite virus-related
closures to maintain current ministry. Consider the following
passages: 2 Corinthians 9:7 - Each one must give as he has
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. Malachi 3:10 - Bring the full tithe
into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a
blessing until there is no more need. Proverbs 11:24 - One
gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he
should give, and only suffers want. Luke 6:38 - Give, and it will
be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the
measure you use it will be measured back to you.”
See the Renovations Online! You can see what’s happening
with the facility renovations, on the Pacific Hills web site. On
the top green menu bar, there is a Renovation Update
selection. (There is also a link under About Us.) Click on that to
see the latest – with photos – on the progress. No hard hat
required.

The Altar Flowers for March 7th Services were given to the
Glory of God by Don & Pam Hafsaas for their 35th Wedding
Anniversary and Four Family March Birthdays!
Holy Communion via Zoom: This service is currently offered
each Wednesday morning at 9:30 AM. This does not replace
Sunday morning worship with Holy Communion, but it does provide an option for those that cannot attend regularly due to the
pandemic. Please contact Church Office for more information.
Tai Chi is canceled for Mar 4th & March 11th, but rescheduled for March 2nd and March 9th! Tai Chi is offered every
Thursday evening at 6:30 pm in Acker Hall. Bring your mask!
New Adult Confirmation Classes will begin Monday, March 8,
2021 at 7:00 pm in Room 208. Please indicate your desire to
participate with Pastor directly or with Kim in the church office. Classes meet for 6 weeks and lead to membership at Pacific Hills.
Preschool Enrollment Available
Lamb of God Preschool is now accepting registrations for the
2021-22 school year. Classes are available for children ages 35. We offer developmentally appropriate curriculum in a high
quality Christian environment. Visit our website, http://
www.lambofgodpreschool.org/ or call 402-391-2288 and speak
with Kay.

BIBLE VERSE of the WEEK
“”Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”
(John 2:19b)

Services will still be held in Acker Hall
until further notice!!
Online Worship Services: Go to our website
www.pacifichillslutheran.org for more information.
Church Office Successful with Volunteers—Kim would like
to thank Lisa McCoy, Barb Lupton and Kay Storck for their help
in the Church Office! (I am so blessed because of you ladies!)
Currently and moving forward, the office is managed with Kim
and with volunteers. So, if you can assist or offer to help in any
way with bulletins, birthday card preparation, computer data
entry, etc., please contact Kim in the church office!
Sunday Worship Notes -- The Elders and Pastor recommend
that everyone wear some kind of face covering in
worship. Also, there are no children’s messages on Sunday
mornings, due to social distancing requirements. Thank you.

Bob Vandervort is offering a Bible Class on the book of
Joshua via Zoom every Sunday evening from 6:00 – 6:45
pm. Email him at rsvod@cox.net or call 402-350-0872 for more
information. Everyone welcome!
Directors mail boxes are now located in the church office on
second floor (Room 212).
Building Arts Committee There’s a long history in the Bible of
God’s people adorning the House of the Lord. Solomon
“garnished the house [of the Lord] with precious stones for
beauty (2 Chronicles 3:6a).” In a similar vein, Pastor is wanting
to form a building arts committee, to look at how we might
beautify and enhance our newly renovated facility. Please
contact him at bryandrebes@pacifichillslutheran.org or say
something to him at church if you are interested in serving on
this committee. He is looking for 2-3 people to serve.
Missions/Social Ministry March Mission of the Month: Lutheran Bible Translators
Did you know that there are 7,117 living languages in the world
but only 3,982 have a developed written language. At least 1
portion of Scripture has been translated for 3,312 of these languages. The New Testament is available in 1,521 languages
and the complete Bible is translated into 700 languages. Lutheran Bible Translators in a Recognized Service Organization
(RSO) of the LCMS and has at its mission “to bring God’s Word
to those who don’t yet have it in the language of their heart.”
The missionaries and other trained workers of LBT currently
serve in 16 countries with over 70 languages. They learn the
language and customs and collaborate with local language experts to translate Scripture. Once Scripture is translated and
printed, audio resources are also created so that the Word can
be heard and read. LBT also promotes the development of literacy programs in the area so that individuals can be empowered
to read and write in their own language. Our mission offerings
will help Lutheran Bible Translators bring God’s Word to
the world.

