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Lenten Traditions
Every year, many of us go through the tradition to
"give up" something during Lent. Some people choose
to give up chocolate, while some people choose to
give up meat. There is no right or wrong answer as to
what to give up, but it is generally expected you give
up something with some meaning as a form of
personal sacrifice. There are a large variety of things
one can choose to give up for Lent, but do you know
what the liturgy at church "gives up?"
Some of the more commonly known liturgical elements that are omitted from worship
during Lent are the singing or speaking of the Alleluia before the gospel and the Gloria
towards the beginning of the service. These are both commonly omitted at most liturgical
churches such as Catholic and Lutheran churches.
Depending on the church you go to, they may do additional omissions to the liturgy during
Lent. One would be no solo instrumental music, with only the piano or organ being used to
accompany singing throughout the whole Lenten season. Another omission would be
flowers surrounding the altar. Normally throughout the liturgical year there are flowers
surrounding the altar coordinating with the various liturgical seasons and colors; however,
some churches do not decorate the altar with flowers during Lent. While the absence of
solo instrumental music or flowers might be easy to overlook, something you would be
unlikely to miss would be if the church emptied the water from the font during Lent - with
some going as far as to put sand in the font. This is meant to represent the spiritual
dryness prior to Easter, but this is not generally permitted within the church, so it would be
a rare sight. The last common tradition of Lent is to veil the crosses and statues after the
Fifth Sunday of Lent, some Churches do this prior to the Fifth Sunday of Lent, but that is
not generally accepted and as viewed as them "jumping the gun."
While we are worshiping in a different setting than usual this year, I encourage you to still
take a look around and see what you observe. Do we do any of the things listed above?
Do we normally do them if we are in the sanctuary? Do we do some things that aren't
mentioned above? Lent is just one of the many liturgical seasons of the year, and with
each season comes a different set of traditions. Let's see if you notice any other traditions
throughout the year!
Zach Hastings, Director of Music

Church Events
February /March guideline changes continue
relating to coronavirus distancing: Families to
stay together distancing 6 feet from others.

Sun
Feb 28

8:00am
9:15am
10:30am
6:00pm

Eucharist
Education Hour
Eucharist
Adult Bible Class (ZOOM)

Tues
Mar 2

6:30pm Tai Chi

Wed
Mar 3

9:30 am Eucharist (ZOOM)
6:00 pm Youth Confirmation
7:00 pm LSB Evening Prayer

Sun
Mar 7

Wed
Mar 10

8:00am
9:15am
10:30am
6:00pm

Eucharist
Education Hour
Eucharist
Adult Bible Class (ZOOM)

9:30 am Eucharist (ZOOM)
6:00 pm Youth Confirmation
7:00 pm LSB Evening Prayer

Returning to God, Tithes and Offerings
During the Pandemic
As you know the church’s
ministry and expenses
continue even though
services and programming
are a bit different. You can
still give your tithes and
offerings by mail. You can set
up your bank account to give
electronically or you can
utilize MyEOffering. There is
also a link to MyEOffering on
our web page, on the top menu. Our web page is:
www.PacificHillsLutheran.org. You can sign up at https://
members.myeoffering.com Your church needs people like you
to continue their regular patterns of giving despite virus-related
closures to maintain current ministry. Consider the following
passages: 2 Corinthians 9:7 - Each one must give as he has
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. Malachi 3:10 - Bring the full tithe
into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a
blessing until there is no more need. Proverbs 11:24 - One
gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he
should give, and only suffers want. Luke 6:38 - Give, and it will
be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the
measure you use it will be measured back to you.”
See the Renovations Online! You can see what’s happening
with the facility renovations, on the Pacific Hills web site. On
the top green menu bar, there is a Renovation Update
selection. (There is also a link under About Us.) Click on that to
see the latest – with photos – on the progress. No hard hat
required.
The Altar Flowers for February 28th Services were given to
the Glory of God by Danny Reyelts!
Preschool Enrollment Available
Lamb of God Preschool is now accepting registrations for the
2021-22 school year. Classes are available for children ages 35. We offer developmentally appropriate curriculum in a high
quality Christian environment. Visit our website, http://
www.lambofgodpreschool.org/ or call 402-391-2288 and speak
with Kay.
Holy Communion via Zoom: This service is currently offered
each Wednesday morning at 9:30 AM. This does not replace
Sunday morning worship with Holy Communion, but it does provide an option for those that cannot attend regularly due to the
pandemic. Please contact Church Office for more information.
Tai Chi is canceled for Mar 4th & March 11th, but rescheduled for March 2nd and March 9th! Tai Chi is offered every
Thursday evening at 6:30 pm in Acker Hall. Bring your mask!

BIBLE VERSE of the WEEK
“”We know that suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character, and character, hope.”
(Romans 5:3b-4)

Services will still be held in Acker Hall
until further notice!!
Online Worship Services: Go to our website
www.pacifichillslutheran.org for more information.
Church Office Update / Need Volunteers—We would like to
thank Jackie Garcia for her service as secretary assistant these
past 6-7 months. She filled Linda Minor’s role at a time of
ongoing change. We are thankful for her service, but she has
now recently submitted her resignation and has moved on. Kim
Kielty is our Administrative Assistant and needs our help to be
successful. Going forward, we would like to manage the office
with Kim and with volunteers. So, if you can assist or offer to
help in any way with bulletins, birthday card preparation,
computer data entry, etc., please contact Kim in the church
office!
Sunday Worship Notes -- The Elders and Pastor recommend
that everyone wear some kind of face covering in
worship. Also, there are no children’s messages on Sunday
mornings, due to social distancing requirements. Thank you.
Bob Vandervort is offering a Bible Class on the book of
Joshua via Zoom every Sunday evening from 6:00 – 6:45
pm. Email him at rsvod@cox.net or call 402-350-0872 for more
information. Everyone welcome!

Directors mail boxes are now located in the church office on
second floor (Room 212).
Building Arts Committee There’s a long history in the Bible of
God’s people adorning the House of the Lord. Solomon
“garnished the house [of the Lord] with precious stones for
beauty (2 Chronicles 3:6a).” In a similar vein, Pastor is wanting
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New Adult Confirmation Classes will begin Monday, March 8,
2021 at 7:00 pm in Room 208. Please indicate your desire to
participate with Pastor directly or with Kim in the church office. Classes meet for 6 weeks and lead to membership at Pacific Hills.
Social Ministry Mission of the Month - Lutheran Hour Ministries

The Altar Flower Chart is in
Acker Hall ready for donors to
sign up for donating flowers to
be placed on the Altar for Services! Cost is $25!! If you are
not able to attend Services at the Church yet, but would still like
to donate, please call the Church Office and we will add you to
the donation list!

During the month of February, special mission offerings will be designated to the many programs of Lutheran Hour Ministries. Lutheran
Hour sermons are broadcast on various radio stations on Sundays.
Lutheran Hour Ministries has available on the website www.lhm.orglent a daily Lenten devotion, The Marks of Love. Following the narrative of the Gospel of Mark, this devotion explores the life and ministry
of Jesus. We hope this devotion will help strengthen and encourage
your faith during this holy season of Lent.

