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Connecting With the Past
It's that time of year again, the time where we all start
singing those familiar tunes. Each of us has our own
favorite, and there's always some excitement when
it's "appropriate" to start playing/singing it. While we
know the songs on the radio are somewhat recent, do
we really realize how old some of the Christmas carols are?
Christmas carols were mostly a Victorian tradition
along with trees, crackers and cards. So most of our
carols we sing today are less than 200 years old, but
it's still interesting to think that we are singing the
same songs that our great-great-grandparents sang.
For example, schoolmaster Franz Xaver Gruber and
priest Joseph Mohr first performed the Silent Night in
the church of St Nikola in Oberndorf, Austria, in its
original German (Stille Nacht) on Christmas Eve
1818. There are a few carols that are older, such as
The Hollly and the Ivy which is an early 17th century
carol. One of the oldest tunes is Greensleeves, which
is the tune for What Child Is This?. While the lyrics
were written in 1865, the tune was first mentioned in
1580. So like some of our hymns, this tune is over 400 years old and many of our ancestors
sang it as well!
There have been carols since the very beginning of Christianity, but most have been left to history in favor of newer carols at various times throughout history or faced other challenges. Interestingly enough, radical Puritan and political figure of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland,
and Ireland, Oliver Cromwell outlawed the public singing of carols in 1644. In fact, he banned
the celebration of Christmas altogether. However, as most people would take the activity underground and perform in secret, Christmas carol traditions managed to survive this period in history.

While times change - especially this year! - we continue to have call backs to the past with
hymns and carols. This is just one of the amazing things music does for us, it lets us connect
with our past and our ancestors! So the next time you're singing a carol, think about which one is
your favorite, then which was your parent's favorite, and their parent's, and so on! Is your favorite the same as one of your ancestors?
Have a Merry Christmas!
Zach Hastings
Director of Music

Church Events
December guideline changes continue
relating to coronavirus distancing: Families to
stay together distancing 6 feet from others.

Friday
Dec 25
CHRISTMAS

9:00 am Eucharist

Sunday
Jan 3

9:00 am Eucharist

Sunday
Jan 10

9:00 am Eucharist

Returning to God, Tithes and
Offerings
During the Pandemic
As you know the church’s ministry and
expenses continue even though services
and programming are a bit different. You
can still give your tithes and offerings by
mail. You can set up your bank account
to give electronically or you can utilize
MyEOffering. There is also a link to MyEOffering on our web
page, on the top menu. Our web page is:
www.PacificHillsLutheran.org. You can sign up at https://
members.myeoffering.com Your church needs people like you
to continue their regular patterns of giving despite virus-related
closures to maintain current ministry. Consider the following
passages: 2 Corinthians 9:7 - Each one must give as he has
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. Malachi 3:10 - Bring the full tithe
into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a
blessing until there is no more need. Proverbs 11:24 - One
gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he
should give, and only suffers want. Luke 6:38 - Give, and it will
be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the
measure you use it will be measured back to you.”
See the Renovations Online! You can see what’s happening
with the facility renovations, on the Pacific Hills web site. On
the top green menu bar, there is a Renovation Update
selection. (There is also a link under About Us.) Click on that to
see the latest – with photos – on the progress. No hard hat
required.
Due to the church remodeling the Board of Social Ministry WILL
NOT COLLECT DONATIONS OF FOOD AND TOILETRIES. If
desired members can contribute to the Yahweh Fund. HyVee
gift cards are purchased for those who seek assistance for
food or gas.

BIBLE VERSE of the WEEK
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace…”
(Luke 2:29a)

Service Times:
Christmas Day (9:00 am) – Acker Hall
December 27 (9:00 am) – Acker Hall
All services, until further notice, Acker Hall
Online Worship Services: Go to our website
www.pacifichillslutheran.org for more information.
Sunday Worship Notes -- The Elders and Pastor
recommend that everyone wear some kind of face covering
in worship. Also, there are no children’s messages on
Sunday mornings, due to social distancing requirements.
Thank you.
Bob Vandervort is offering a Bible Class on the book of
Joshua via Zoom every Sunday evening from 6:00 – 6:45
pm. Email him at rsvod@cox.net or call 402-350-0872 for
more information. Everyone welcome!

Directors mail boxes are now located in the church office on
second floor (Room 212).

The 2021 Offering envelopes and the 2021 church
calendars are in Acker Hall. It is encouraged that
you pick them up, or arrange for someone to pick
them up for you.
We will continue to livestream services as we are
able. We apologize for the inconvenience and are
thankful for your patience.

