The Pacific Hills

Messenger
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER —- PACIFIC HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH —- JUNE 26, 2020 — VOLUME 5 NUMBER 26

ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL both have Feast Days in the Church Year commemorating
events in their lives (Confession of St. Peter on January 18 and Conversion of St. Paul
on January 25). Yet even more significant is their joint Feast Day on June 29.
One of the oldest of the festivals commemorating the lives of two saints, it was widely celebrated by the fourth century, but some scholars date it to 258 AD. Some traditions hold that they were both martyred on June 29 in 67 AD. More likely, it was on
June 29, 258 AD that their remains were moved to the catacombs which established
this feast.

Church Events
In June and July, guideline changes continue relating
to coronavirus distancing: Families to stay together
distancing 6 feet from others.
Sunday

For centuries, the Feast of St. Peter and St. Paul was treated as a day almost like
Christmas or Easter. At times, three services were celebrated: one in honor of St. Thursday
Peter; one in honor of St. Paul; and one in commemoration of all the Apostles. The
apostleship of Peter and Paul embraced the Church’s complete ministry to both the Friday
Jewish and Gentile worlds. These two “princes of the apostles” represented them all. Saturday
Sunday

Over time, each of the Apostles and Evangelists was commemorated with his own
Feast Day, but in the earliest times, this Feast on June 29 was regarded as the festival
of the whole apostolic college represented by St. Peter and St. Paul. It is fitting, after
Tuesday
we have completed the half of the year focusing on our Lord’s life and work that toward the beginning of the “Time of the Church” half of the year, we recognize the life
and ministries of St. Peter and St. Paul.

Thursday

The early church father, St. Augustine, wrote in a sermon in 395 AD for this day in
which he says, "Both apostles share the same feast day, for these two were one; and
even though they suffered on different days, they were as one. Peter went first, and
Paul followed. And so we celebrate this day made holy for us by the apostles' blood.
Let us embrace what they believed, their life, their labors, their sufferings, their
preaching, and their confession of faith."

Pastor Drebes

June 28
8:00am Eucharist
10:30am Eucharist
July 2
6:30pm Tai Chi
July 3
Church Office Closed
July 4
Independence Day
July 5
8:00am Eucharist
10:30am Eucharist
July 7
9:00am Care Ministry Committee
10:30am Missions & Social Min.
July 9
6:30pm Tai Chi
7:00pm Elders

Sunday’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Don
and Pam Hafsaas in loving memory of their son Jason, and in
thankfulness of family and friends.

Sunday Worship Notes -- The Elders and Pastor recommend
that everyone wear some kind of face covering in
worship. Also, there are no children’s messages on Sunday
mornings, due to social distancing requirements. Thank you.
Starting Tai Chi July 2nd, Thursday evenings only at this
time, at 6:30pm. There will be no class July 16th. Class will be
held outside in the grass south of the south parking lot. Chairs
will be provided and disinfected after class or you can bring
your own. . Questions, call Sandra, #402-571-8407.
Welcome, Zach Hastings, Director of Music! Zach is a
native of Ankeny, Iowa, and served Lutheran congregations for
seven years in Iowa and Minnesota. He joins Pacific Hills as
Director of Music beginning July 1. Zach studied organ
performance at Iowa State University, where he earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in music in 2016. He has been an
organist, bell choir director, and director of worship primarily in
the central Iowa area. He continually seeks opportunities to
grow as a musician through various conferences and seminars.
Zach currently serves on the Central Iowa American Guild of
Organists (AGO) Executive Committee, and on the American
Guild of Organists Young Organists (AGOYO) National Board.
He is a retirement benefit analyst for Principal Financial Group.
He is in the process of relocating to Omaha, and is searching
for the "right" house for himself and his Goldendoodle, Merlin.
We extend a hearty welcome, and thank Zach for sharing his
talents for the Lord.
We thank and praise God for Carol Goodwin, and her
sharing her time and talents with us as our interim organist!
Carol is a talented organist, and generous with her time and
patience. We have been blessed to have her. We hope to
welcome her as a substitute should occasions arise.
Thanks to, Jan Doering, Dan Irvin and Mark Stastny for all
they have done in these humid, rainy spring and summer days
working along the walk way to beautify the landscape, etc.
Especially notice the south of the Gathering Place where Dan
has spent many early hours (neighbors on the other side of the
fence) all removing wild trees. Again, our many thanks to you!
OUR SOCIALLY DISTANCED COMMUNION PRACTICE
The Ushers will dismiss one pew at a time, alternating between
the pulpit and the lectern side, so that there are only a very
small number of people present for Communion at any given
time to maintain social distancing. When you come forward
you will take a prepackaged communion kit from the center of
the chancel. Pastor will be standing in the center at the spot
marked with a P. You will then proceed until you are in position
in front of the altar rail, again no kneeling or touching the rail.
Once you are in position you will be instructed to “take and eat”
and “take and drink.” Once you are dismissed you will
dispense with your used cup and depart down the side aisles to
your seat. Those seated in the transepts will be ushered up
from their respective sides.

Bible Verse of the Week
"I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.”
(Matt. 10:34b)..”

You are invited to take part in a 100th Birthday celebration
for PHLC member Millie Scheef. Let's celebrate with a
letter or card so that Millie will feel our love and care on
June 28th. Millie Scheef 15364 Orchard Ave., Omaha,
NE.68137. A quick drop in for cake and lemonade will be
held on Sunday, June 28, 2pm to 4pm, at Divine Shepherd
Lutheran Church, 15005 Q St. (Trinity Room, enter on the
west side of the building).
Returning to God, Tithes and Offerings
During the Pandemic
As you know the church’s ministry and expenses continue
even though services and programming are a bit different.
You can still give your tithes and offerings by mail. You can
set up your bank account to give electronically or you can
utilize MyEOffering. There is also a link to MyEOffering on
our web page, on the top menu. Our web page is:
www.PacificHillsLutheran.org. You can sign up at https://
members.myeoffering.com Your church needs people like
you to continue their regular patterns of giving despite virusrelated closures to maintain current ministry. Consider the
following passages: 2 Corinthians 9:7 - Each one must
give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Malachi 3:10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be
food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the
Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for
you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more
need. Proverbs 11:24 - One gives freely, yet grows all the
richer; another withholds what he should give, and only
suffers want. Luke 6:38 - Give, and it will be given to you.
Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running
over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use
it will be measured back to you.”
One Way to Support Pacific Hills’ Foundation
If you are required to take a required minimum distribution
(RMD) from your IRA, you might not like the taxation
associated with that. One option would be to use a
provision by the IRS that allows you to make qualified
charitable contributions (QCDs) directly from your IRA to a
ministry (up to $100,000/year), such as the Pacific Hills
Lutheran Church Foundation. Being smart about which
asset you use from which to make your contributions can
save tax dollars, possibly allowing you to increase your
gift. Do you want to know more? Craig Stirtz, a gift
planning counselor who has assisted our congregation and
the foundation, can help. Contact Craig Stirtz at 402-6160312 or craig.stirtz@lfnd.org.

Events of Other Congregations and Agencies
On June 28th, at 3:00 p.m. Joshua Mork will be installed as
Associate Pastor at First Lutheran Church, Papillion. You may
participate in the service by viewing it online at https://
firstlutheran.360unite.com/home.

