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Dear Members of Pacific Hills Lutheran Church,
Things continue to change very rapidly with COVID-19. On Sunday afternoon, the CDC put out guidelines limiting
groups to 50 or less. Yesterday afternoon, the White House called for limiting group sizes to no more than 10, and
Governor Rickets followed the exact same advice when he recommended canceling all gatherings where there are 10
or more, including worship services, weddings, and funerals.
I have said, we would not cancel services unless this was the strong recommendation of our governing authorities or
we had an outbreak in the congregation. Thankfully, we are not dealing with the later. So, at this time, we are
cancelling all worship services, Bible studies and in person meetings for the next two weeks. After the two weeks,
we’ll reevaluate the situation.
Psalm 46 reminds us, “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not
fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and
foam and the mountains quake with their surging.”
Please know that cancelling church, and other activities, is the last thing I want to do, but sometimes circumstances
happen that are beyond our control. We need to do everything we can to “squash the curve” on this thing, and keep
people safe, so that we all can get through this as quickly as possible.
In the 4th commandment, Luther, in his explanation says, “we should fear and love God so that we do not despise or
anger our parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.” So, on the
one hand, we are to “fear not”, but on the other the governing authorities are telling us to “take action”. We are called
to do both.
Please know that I, together with your Elders, are doing everything we can to make sure we are staying on top of this.
We will also continue to publish sermons online as the message of Christ needs to be proclaimed and heard
especially during these difficult and challenging times. You can help too. How, you ask? By calling a friend or elderly
member of the congregation, offering to pray with them, asking them if there is anything you can do for them. We are
the body of Christ. We need each other. We’ll make it through this, by the grace of God, we will make it through this!
Blessings,
Pastor Drebes

VBS Volunteer meeting, (Fifth Sunday), March 29, at
11am, in Room 115). We need volunteers in order to make
our 2020 VBS a success. If you are able to help with
games, crafts, music, food, or Bible time, please come to
this meeting. Someone from CYF may even call you to ask
for your help. Please don’t wait for the call but do plan to
come to the meeting and see where you might fit in as a
volunteer. Thank you.
CYF board Coming Events
 Easter Breakfast: April 12. Be looking for a sign-up
sheet.
 Vacation Bible School: June 27, 10am to 4pm. A one
-day Treasure Hunt-themed event with Bible stories,
games, crafts, music, bounce house, food and more.
We want this to be a big community event and will need
lots of volunteers, so consider helping to organize or
assist in any aspect. Questions, contact Sandra
Glissmann at 402-571-8407.
 LCMS District Youth Gathering: November 20-22 at
Embassy Suites - La Vista, for our high school youth. A
chance to use your fundraising money.
Pacific Hills members: March 2019 began the first year
of the Forward in Faith Together capital fund campaign.
Please check to see if you will meet your first year commitment based on your personal pledge. Remember to use
separate envelopes from your regular offering envelopes.
Envelopes for Forward in Faith Together are available in the
narthex.
Preparing to Celebrate our 65th Anniversary. Mark your
calendars. On Sunday, June 14, we will be celebrating 65
years as a congregation. It was “near” this date in 1955 (on
June 12th) that Pacific Hills Lutheran Church was organized
with 112 communicant members, most of which were
transfers from First Lutheran. To commemorate this day,
our Board of Elders is putting together a special committee
to help facilitate a day of worship, fellowship, lunch and
other activities. The renovation will be well underway by
June 14. This will give us opportunity to look back and
thank God for what has been even as we look ahead to the
great things that God has in store for us as a congregation.
Stay tuned for more details.
One Way to Support Pacific Hills’ Foundation
If you are required to take a required minimum distribution
(RMD) from your IRA, you might not like the taxation
associated with that. One option would be to use a
provision by the IRS that allows you to make qualified
charitable contributions (QCDs) directly from your IRA to a
ministry (up to $100,000/year), such as the Pacific Hills
Lutheran Church Foundation. Being smart about which
asset you use from which to make your contributions can
save tax dollars, possibly allowing you to increase your
gift. Do you want to know more? Craig Stirtz, a gift
planning counselor who has assisted our congregation and
the foundation, can help. Contact Craig Stirtz at 402-6160312 or craig.stirtz@lfnd.org.

Bible Verse of the Week
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?”
(John 9:2b)

Eucharistic Practice During the Coronavirus Outbreak
Effective immediately, and throughout the coronavirus outbreak,
the Elders will be dispensing with the use of the common cup and
encouraging the congregation to do the same with the common
handshake as a greeting. Pastor and the Elders will also wash
their hands, or use hand sanitizer, immediately prior to distributing
communion. We believe these are sensible measures that we can
and should take. The Board of Elders want to reassure the
congregation that we are monitoring the situation with coronavirus
and will adjust our communion practices as necessary.
Other things to remember with Coronavirus. Remember to
practice good health. If you are not feeling well, have a cough,
elevated temperature, or feel flu-like symptoms then please stay
home. If you are unfortunate enough where you must stay home,
remember there are many ways you can stay connected. If you
are computer savvy, you can access Main Street Living via the
internet at www.mainstreetliving.com Lutheran Hour Ministries
broadcasts on Sunday mornings over KFAB/1110 AM at 6:30am.
We also record Pastor’s message each week and post it to our
website at www.pacifichillslutheran.org. At times such as this
we need to be extra vigilant about looking out for each other. If
your pew mate is missing from church, give them a call, tell pastor,
let them know that you care about them as does the entire church.
Lamb of God Preschool is now enrolling for the 2020-21
school year. We have classes for children ages 3-5. Spread the
word to your neighbors and family members. Affordable tuition with
financial assistance if needed. See Kay Storck for more
information.
If you would like to sponsor the Altar Flowers in 2020, the
Flower Chart has been placed on the bulletin board in the
coatroom.
Sunday School Classes begin at 9:15am:
Nursery opens at 9am (main floor-south door entrance-canopy
extension)
Pre-Kindergarten through 2nd grade students will meet together
for opening in Rooms 206/207 and then break into two separate
groups for lessons.
Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten students will remain in
Rooms206/207
1st and 2nd grade students will move to Room 212
3rd through middle school students will meet in Room 208
Adult Bible Study begins at 9:30am in Acker Hall
Topic: Lessons of the Day

? Party like it’s 1527
In 1527, Martin Luther wrote “Whether one may flee from a deadly plague” as the bubonic
plague passed through Wittenberg. Luther calmed big concerns of that time with scripture and
advice. We can take comfort from Luther and know that God is still in control.
Excerpts of Luther’s long letter:
Now if a deadly epidemic strikes, we should stay where we are, make our preparations, and take
courage in the fact that we are mutually bound together so that we cannot desert one another
or flee from one another.
To flee from death and to save one’s life is a natural tendency, implanted by God and not
forbidden unless it be against God and neighbor, as St. Paul says in Ephesians 4 [5:29], “No man
ever hates his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it.” It is even commanded that every man
should as much as possible preserve body and life and not neglect them.
In the same way we must and we owe it to our neighbor to accord him the same treatment in
other troubles and perils, also. If his house is on fire, love compels me to run to help him
extinguish the flames… If I see that he is hungry or thirsty, I cannot ignore him but must offer
food and drink, not considering whether I would risk impoverishing myself by doing so. A man
who will not help or support others unless he can do so without affecting his safety or his
property will never help his neighbor.
“Love your neighbor as yourself,” and in Matthew 7:12, “So whatever you wish that men would
do to you, do so to them.”
God’s mighty promise by which he encourages those who minister to the needy. He says in
Psalm 41:1–3, “Blessed is he who considers the poor. The Lord will deliver him in the day of
trouble. The Lord will protect him and keep him alive; the Lord will bless him on earth and not
give him up to the will of his enemies. The Lord will sustain him on his sickbed. In his illness he
will heal all his infirmities.” Are not these glorious and mighty promises of God heaped up upon
those who minister to the needy?
What would it avail you if all physicians and the entire world were at your service, but God were
not present? Again, what harm could overtake you if the whole world were to desert you and no
physician would remain with you, but God would abide with you with his assurance? Do you not
know that you are surrounded as by thousands of angels who watch over you in such a way that
you can indeed trample upon the plague, as it is written in Psalm 91 :11–13, “He has given his
angels charge of you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands they will bear you up lest you
dash your foot against a stone.
This I well know, that if it were Christ laid low by illness, everybody would gladly become a
servant or helper. And yet they don’t hear what Christ himself says, “As you did to one of the
least, you did it to me” [Matt. 25:40]. When he speaks of the greatest commandment he says,

“The other commandment is like unto it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself ” [Matt.
22:39]. There you hear that the command to love your neighbor is equal to the greatest
commandment to love God, and that what you do or fail to do for your neighbor means doing
the same to God.
Others are much too rash and reckless, tempting God and disregarding everything which might
counteract death and the plague. They disdain the use of medicines; they do not avoid places
and persons infected by the plague, but lightheartedly make sport of it and wish to prove how
independent they are. They say that it is God’s punishment; if he wants to protect them he can
do so with-out medicines or our carefulness. This is not trusting God but tempting him. God has
created medicines and provided us with intelligence to guard and take good care of the body so
that we can live in good health.
Luther wraps up by saying: Use medicine; take potions which can help you; fumigate house,
yard, and street; shun persons and places wherever your neighbor does not need your presence
or has recovered, and act like a man who wants to help put out the burning city. What else is
the epidemic but a fire which instead of consuming wood and straw devours life and body? You
ought to think this way: Therefore I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate,
help purify the air, administer medicine, and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my
presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance infect and
pollute others, and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. If my neighbor needs me,
however, I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely.
We admonish and plead with you in Christ’s name to help us with your prayers to God so that
we may do battle with word and precept against the real and spiritual pestilence.
So in 2020, we can take precautions. COVID-19 is not a new bubonic plague. Top experts say
most infected people will experience only mild, flu-like symptoms. The medical, social, and
financial effects of the disease, however, will affect all our lives and future.
If able, we can help our neighbors. We can do grocery runs for those that cannot or should not
get out or assistance in baby-sitting kids out of school.
In all things, cling to Christ! Pray. Read your Bible. Search radio, television for Christian music
and worship services. Search online places like lcms.org and lhm.org for great devotionals.
It is important that we invite God into this situation. It is important that we all work together
with grace and compassion in this time of crisis.
Sincerely,
Dan Irvin
Elder

Media Resources for Personal Worship and Spiritual Life
Radio
100.7 KGBI
88.1 KLove
660 AM KCRO
850 AM KFUO

Christian Music
Christian Music
Christian Talk
LCMS programs and worship services

Websites/Apps
PacificHillsLutheran.org
LHM.org
KFUO.org
IssuesEtc.org
CPH.org
DesiringGod.org
WhiteHorseInn.org

Pastor Bryan sermons
Lutheran Hour Ministries devotions and Lutheran Hour program
LCMS programs and worship services
LCMS programs and blog posts
LCMS resources and blog posts
Christian devotions and blogs
Reformed programs and blog posts

* There are many congregations that live-stream their worship services online, but they are not
included in this list, because we are unsure of whether or not they will continue during this
social distancing time. You can do a Google search to see what is available.
* This list is in no way complete, but it provides a starting point for your personal and family
devotions and worship times. Also remember that our hymnal is a rich resource for personal
and family worship.

